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FOREWORD 


THE JUBILEE VOLUME 


This number of the Journal celebrates, with a different color of cover, the 
beginning of the volume that marks the 50th Anniversary of Economic GEOL- 
ocy. The first number of Economic Grotocy appeared in 1905, although 
the first volume was not completed until 1906. 

During its early years the Journal struggled with a small subscription list 
and a small income, but was rich in the quality of papers that flowed to it. 
These early volumes carried several papers that are still classics in the field 
of economic geology. The interest and support of its founders never waned 
and new friends have been added to it each year. Better times came after the 
first decade or so. It soon became recognized as the leading journal of the 
world in the field of economic geology, and thereby justified the hopes of its 
founders. Today, its subscriptions come from 103 different countries, of 
which the six largest subscribers outside of the United States and Canada 
are: Japan, Russia, England, Australia, India, and Germany. 

Financially, the Journal has also fared well. In its early years it did 
receive a little support in the form of secretarial help from Yale University 
and the University of Illinois, but since then it has remained a truly inde- 
pendent journal receiving no financial support from any organization, society, 
or state. It is owned by an incorporated company—the Economic Geology 
Publishing Company, the stockholders of which are all geologists and few 
hold more than one share. They are shareholders because they are interested 
in its welfare. They are unselfish stockholders; they receive no dividends in 
cash but in results achieved to the science through publication; they share 
their dividends alike with all readers. Also, neither its officers nor its con- 
tributors receive remuneration. 

When the Society of Economic Geologists was founded in 1920 it decided 
not to attempt to establish a competitive journal of its own, but sought an 
agreement with the Economic Geology Publishing Company whereby the So- 
ciety would purchase a block of subscriptions, at a reduced rate, for its mem- 
bers, and the Journal in turn would serve as a Bulletin for the Society, but 
maintaining its own independence at the same time. Today the Society’s 
growing membership constitutes nearly one-quarter of the subscribers, and 
the manuscripts contributed by the Society membership is also néarly one- 
quarter of the total papers published. The arrangement has proved very 
satisfactory to both the Journal and the Society. 

This fall, in celebration of its 50th birthday, the Journal will publish a 
separate Fiftieth Anniversary Volume, in two stout parts. The sale price has 
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not yet been set but it will be essentially at cost, and advance subscriptions 
will be welcome. The Fiftieth Anniversary Volume will consist entirely of 
invited review articles covering the progress, problems, and status of the vari- 
ous fields of economic geology and related fields of geology and geochem- 
istry. There will be 32 articles contributed by 35 authors who are specialists 
in their particular fields. The total number of pages will be approximately 
1,200. The Volume should prove to be an outstanding contribution to the 
science of economic geology and a fitting celebration of the 50th anniversary 
of the journal Economic Grotocy. 
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